S in We are a welcoming Christian community which embraces all people.
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&g" A\ ,,"“ and create a loving and compassionate community.

6‘:‘(“@ = Ty We aspire to live as Christ’s witnesses of God's unconditional love.

(/‘"c' > o THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 15 - 12 - 24
el GAUDETE ('REJOICE) SUNDAY

LIGHTING OF THE THIRD (ROSE-COLOURED) CANDLE

Celebrant: Lord Jesus Christ, you are our Saviour, the true light who has come into
our world. We ask you to send your blessings on this community who gather
around this wreath, which we honour as a remembrance of your first coming at
Bethlehem, your daily coming amongst us in grace and your final coming in glory.
Strengthen our hearts with the example of your love that we may receive you
with joy and gladness on the day of our redemption, when you will come to reign
as Universal King for ever and ever.

The third (rose-coloured) candle is lit.

Celebrant: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep.
All: Come and lead us to the eternal life you promise.

Celebrant: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd who knows his flock & calls each by name.
All: Come and lead us to the eternal life you promise.

Celebrant: Lord Jesus, you are the Good Shepherd ready to search out and look for the lost sheep.
All: Come and lead us to the eternal life you promise.

Celebrant: During the Advent season may almighty God lead us to worship his Son and fill our hearts
with joy at the coming of Jesus and lead us to life everlasting. All: Amen.

Please join in singing the remaining verse of the hymn on page 4.

It is a long tradition of the Church to hold a Jubilee Year every twenty-five
) years éthe last one was the Great Jubilee of the year 2000, celebrating the
28 second millennium of the Incarnation). A tradition drawn from the Old
& Testament, it was intended to be marked as a time to re-establish a proper
> ) relationship with God, with one another, and with all of creation, and
> . . . .
3 w involved the forgiveness of debts, the return of misappropriated land, and a
’ & fallow period for the fields.  Jesus announced his own mission in the
: = synagogue at Nazareth as he quoted the prophet Isaiah: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
5 poor..... to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord," (Luke 4:18-19; cf. Isaiah
R\\" 61:1-2). Jesus lives out these words in his daily life, in his encounters with
others and in his relationships, all of which bring about liberation and
conversion.

We have now set up a special section of our parish website (www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) which can
be accessed via one of the hotlink boxes on the homepage. It provides some introductory insight
into the Jubilee and how it can be part of our lives and discipleship. The page will continue to
evolve. Please visit it often.

Last Saturday afternoon our RCIA catechumens and
team members gathered for their last meeting before
the new year. Please keep those preparing to join
our family of faith through baptism in your prayers.




As we gather in worship on this day we acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the [and on which our - parish is foum[
We pay our respects to Elders past and present.

OUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS

Children’s Vigil Masses:
Tuesday 24th December

5:30pm at Killara
6:00pm at Lindfield

Mass of Christmas Night
Tuesday 24th December

10:30pm at Lindfield
preceded by a Service of
Carols at 10:00pm

Christmas morning
Wednesday 25th December

8:00am at Lindfield
9:30am at Killara
10:15am at Lindfield
(no evening Mass on 25th
December)

Parish Seniors’ Social group

The next gathering will be, as usual, on the third Friday of the month -
Friday 20th December - at 11:00am in St Brigid's Hall above Holy Family
Church (lift access available).

Advent and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation

As the first season of the liturgical year
Advent brings w1th it the invitation to
renewal of heart, to ‘prepare the way of the
Lord'.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation is a
beautiful and gentle way of entering into
that movement of the heart.

The sacrament is celebrated on the Saturdays
of Advent (see page 6 for times) and there
will be a celebration of the Second
(community) Rite of Reconciliation on
Wednesday 18th December at 7:00pm in
Holy Family church.
Please note though that

there will be no celebrations

of the Sacrament of
Reconciliation following the

final Saturday before

Christmas.

If you'd like to attend the 10am Mass beforehand you're welcome to come
upstairs straight afterwards for a cuppa.

THE CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD:
POPE FRANCIS CREATES NEW CARDINALS

On Saturday 7th December Pope Francis held a
Consistory in which he created 21 new cardinals
from around the world.

Amongst the new cardinals is one from
AUSTRALIA! Our congratulations and prayers go
with Cardinal Mykola Bychok, who is the Ukrainian
Rite Bishop of Australia based in Melbourne.

i * g%wm /ﬂ/a el twe

We want to make our two churches beautiful for the
celebration of the Lord’s birth but the cost of the
flower arrangements isn't small!

If you would be able to contribute towards the cost
of the flowers for Christmas either:

a. contact the Parish Office

b. transfer the funds to our Lindfield-Killara Church
Account (BSB 062 784 Ac 10000 1623 ), and put as
the reference ‘Christmas Flowers'.

THE SACRAMENTS FOR THE CHILDREN

IN 2025

The dates and details for
the for the preparation
and celebratjon of First
Reconciliation
Confirmation and First
Holy Communion in
2025 are now available
on our parish website:

(www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) at:
Sacraments — Children’s Sacraments

Please note that we now have the
inalised date for Confirmation and
it is available at the above location).
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Oood for the spirit
A REFLECTION FOR THIS THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT. ..

Well, the thing which certainly dominates this day of
Advent is the colour, particularly because it’s a colour
which only appears twice a year: on this day, and on the
fourth Sunday of Lent. We make strong use of colour in our
liturgy in our Catholic tradition. Over the next two weeks
alone we’ll move through three colours: the rose of today,
the purple of the remainder of Advent, and the white and
gold of Christmas. Colour is part of our liturgy: it has its
own message to convey, a wordless message, but a rich
message.

But beside the individual message and symbolism of each
colour we use to speak to us in our liturgy there’s an
overarching message just in the fact that we use colour at
all: in our language colour speaks of variety and diversity -
we speak about rich and diverse experiences as ‘adding
colour to our lives’. When someone or something comes
across as bland, flat and featureless one of the terms we use
is colourless. And the opposite of colour is monochrome a
word which has connotations of an image which lacks the
diversity and richness to convey the real depth of the
original image. The word ‘monochrome’ can even be used
of a speech when it’s over-simplistic and superficial and
doesn’t explore the complexity and depth of an issue.

Indeed, another word associated with ‘colour’ is shade:
colour is so open to variation that we even have to
subdivide our colours into the myriad of shades between
each of them. And again that comes into our language:
there are shades of colour, and there are shades of meaning.

So colour speaks of diversity, it speaks of richness and
depth, it speaks of something which has shades: nuances.
It’s is the opposite of black and white,

And so, this tradition of using colour in our liturgy reflects a
wisdom, and intuition in our Church that we need to bring
colour, not just blacks and whites, to our experience of
faith, to our being a Church, to our living out of Christian
faith. It reminds us that living as a human being is not only
about blacks and whites: that there’s a complexity, a
‘complicatedness’ to who we are as human beings that can’t
be reduced to a few words, or to simplistic judgements.
And that, of course, that if we ourselves are such a mystery,
then we certainly can’t do justice to the infinite mystery
who is God by colourless simplifications.

Our tradition of colour can remind us that each human
being, each human life, each human situation, can’t always
be dealt with a monochrome oversimplification, that the
duty of a Christian is to recognise the colour, the shades, the
complexity of each human being, each human life, and
each human situation.

So, this day of Advent which so vividly reminds us of our
Church’s tradition of using colour and its many shades to
speak us in our liturgy, can be a day, in this season of
renewal, to ask ourselves whether we recognise the colour
and complexity in life, in ourselves, and in our neighbour.

It can be a day to ask ourselves whether our response to life,
and the people in it, is the response of a vision which is
black and white in other words, the response of judgement
and condemnation. Or whether our response is the response
which does justice to the colour and the shades and the
complexity which human life really involves: in other
words, the response of compassion.

Fr Colin

CHRISTMAS OFFERING ENVELOPES

our churches.
contributions

Christmas
Offering

The

are available on the pews in both

via
Christmas Offering supplements
the funds raised via the First

the

Collection for the support and

upkeep of the priests of our parish and diocese. The fund it
goes to depends very much on these special contributions
at Christmas and Easter, without which it struggles to meet
its commitments.

This fund not only provides the living allowance and
household costs for the priests of the parish, but also
provides funds for health care for priests and maintains
priests in their retirement. Please support the Christmas
Offerings. The envelopes can be placed on the collection
plates along with the normal collections over the next few
weeks.

LINDFIELD CHURCH—AUDIO AND VISUAL SYSTEM

Many thanks to all those generous people who have contributed
towards this cause. The great news is that we now have sufficient
funds and the work will be done as soon possible.  Many many
thanks.

Fr Colin

ARE YOU, OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW,
THINKING OF BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

4]
RCIA

A Journey In Faith

Our RCIA ministry is our way of
preparing people for the sacraments
of new birth and membership of the
Christian community.

The RCIA process starts around the
middle of the year and leads to the following
Easter. However if someone is seeking Christian
faith but actually has no previous background to
it we have a separate and earlier process to help
them be ready for RCIA itself - this preparatory
process starts around February.

In either case we’d love to hear from you NOW
so that we can arrange for the best possible
process to prepare you for your welcome into the
Church.

Please contact Jos Beunen
jos.beunen@gmail.com or on 0427 993982 .

at




Fymns for the & hird Sunday of Advent

ENTRANCE HYMN: O come, O come, Emmanuel

O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain: Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
shall come to thee, O Israel.

O come, O Key of David come
and open wide our heav’nly home;
make sure the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery. Refrain

The third (rose-coloured) candle is Iit.
O come, O day-spring, come and cheer
our spirits by your advent here;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and deaths dark shadows put to flight. Refrain
From the Great O Antiphons, c. 12 cent.
DEDICATION OF THE GIFTs: WITH A JOYFUL HEART
Ref.: With a joyful heart, O Lord my God, I bring all to you
Behold, O Lord, this bread
which we now carry to your altar.
This bread will become your body. Refrain
Behold, O Lord, this wine;
accept and bless it for our gladness.
This wine will be come your blood. Refrain
We come to you, O Lord;
we bring the gifts that you have made,
the gifts we return to you. Refrain

Lucien Deiss ©1970, World Library Publications™

COMMUNION: I HEARD THE VOICE OF JESUS SAY

I heard the voice of Jesus say,
“Come unto me and rest.
Lay down, O weary one,
lay down your head upon my breast.”
I came to Jesus as I was,

so weary, worn, and sad.
I found in him a resting place,
and he has made me glad.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,

“Behold, I freely give

the living water, thirsty one;

stoop down and drink and live.”

I came to Jesus, and I drank

of that life~-giving stream.

My thirst was quenched, my soul revived,
and now I live in him.

I heard the voice of Jesus say,

“I am the dawning light.

Look unto me, your morn shall rise,
and all your day be bright.”

I looked to Jesus, and I found

in him my star, my sun,

and in that light of life I'll walk

till trav’ling days are done.

Horatius Bonar (1846)

RECESSIONAL: CITY OF GOD

Awake from your slumber

Arise from your sleep

A new day is dawning

For all those who weep

The people in darkness have seen a great light
The Lord of our longing has conquered the night

Refrain:  Let us build the city of God
May our tears be turned into dancing
For the Lord our light and our love
Has turned the night into day

We are sons of the morning we are daughters of day
The One who has loved us has brightened our way
The Lord of all kindness has called us to be

A light for his people to set their hearts free. Refrain
Dan Schutte ©1981, OCF.*

Used with permission. All rights reserved. *OnelLicense # A-730534 / **CCLI License #746289

§t Vincent de Paul Soci
~ Christmas Appeal ~

@ St Vincent de Paul

As the feast of the Lord’s birth approaches Advent invites
us in a special way to look to our care for those in need.
Please support the St Vincent de Paul Society Christmas

Appeal. Donations $2 and over are tax deductible.

Envelopes are available in the church foyers.

OR you can contribute by scanning
this QR code:

(NVITATION TO THE PEOPLE OF GOD
IN BROKEN BAY

Bishop Anthony invites everyone in our
Dlocese of Broken Bay to join him on the

Feast of the Holy Fawmily, Ssunday 29
December, for 9,30am Mass at Our Ladg

of the Rosary Cathedral, waitara to
officlally wmark the beginning of the

2025 Hotw wbtlee,
9
10
@ ¢ )
S ee
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THE PRAYERS AND RESPONSES OF MASS

We abstain from Hhe joyful words of
tie Gloria
during thwese days of Aduent
o5 ue prepore oun hearts
ond owr community
to celebrate once again the birtiv of the
Lovrd Jesis

THE PSALM  PsIs 12:2-6

Truly, God is my salvation,

I trust, I shall not fear.

For the Lord is my strength, my song,

the Lord became my saviour.

With joy you will draw water

from the wells of salvation.

Give thanks to the Lord,

give praise to God’s namel

Make God’s mighty deeds known to the peoples! De-
clare the greatness of God’s name.

Sing a psalm to the Lord

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God,
the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
(all bow at the following words in bold):

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried,

he descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand

of God the Father almighty;

from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Holy Catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting. Amen

for God has done glorious deeds,
make them known to all the earth!

People of Zion, sing and shout for joy f
or great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel.

CAN YOU PLAY KEYBOARD/PIANO?

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Isaiah 61:1 [Lk 4:18])

Alleluia, alleluial The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent me

to bring Good News to the poor. Alleluial

You wouldn’t have to do it all the timel

Our wonderful combo for the 6pm Youth Mass on
Sundays needs an occasional helper on the keyboard—

no more than once a month, if that. If you could help
in this way please contact Fr Colin (0475 558500;
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au).

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION

When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup, we proclaim your

Death, O Lord, until you come again.

FR RICHARD ROHR OFM’S MEDITATION: THE UNIVERSE STORY IS SPIRITUAL

Philosopher Brian Swimme and historian Mary Evelyn
Tucker reflect on the story of the universe:

We are the first generation to learn the comprehensive
scientific dimensions of the universe story. We know that
the observable universe emerged 13.7 billion years ago,
and we now live on a planet orbiting our Sun, one of the
trillions of stars in one of the billions of galaxies in an
unfolding universe that is profoundly creative and
interconnected. With our empirical observations
expanded by modern science, we are now realizing that
our universe is a single immense energy event that began
as a tiny speck that has unfolded over time to become
galaxies and stars, palms and pelicans, the music of Bach,
and each of us alive today. The great discovery of
contemporary science is that the universe is not simply a
place, but a story—a story in which we are immersed, to
which we belong, and out of which we arose.

This story has the power to awaken us more deeply to
who we are. For just as the Milky Way is the universe in
the form of a galaxy, and an orchid is the universe in the
form of a flower, we are the universe in the form of a
human. And every time we are drawn to look up into the
night sky and reflect on the awesome beauty of the
universe, we are actually the universe reflecting on itself.
And this changes everything. [1]

Author John Philip Newell honours the work of scientist
and Catholic priest Thomas Berry (1914-2009) who
witnessed God throughout the cosmos:

Berry wanted us to be amazed, constantly amazed, by

this one, single, interrelated body of the universe that
new science describes as a single multiform reality, or as
“Undivided Wholeness in Flowing Movement.” [2] It just
keeps flowing and flowing into ever-new form. Four and
a half billion years ago it flowed into the form of a planet
of burning molten rock. And over the course of four
billion years this globe of burning rock, Earth as it was
later called, has transformed itself into birds and bees
and butterflies, and into the emergence of human
thought and music and love. We are each a shining flow
of sacred energy.

Homo sapiens, meaning wise ones, appeared 200,000
years ago. We are latecomers in this story. The term
“wise ones” does not accurately describe what we have
been to one another and to Earth, but it could yet
describe what we will become. As Berry adds, there is
good reason to hope that “the universe is for us rather
than against us.” [3] Given the dangerous moments that
have been navigated thus far in the unfolding story of
humanity and Earth, there is good reason to hope. It is
now up to us to live from the wisdom of the Spirit that is
deep within us. [4]

[1] Brian Thomas Swimme and Mary Evelyn Tucker, Journey of the Universe (New
Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 2011), 1-2.

[2] David Bohm, Wholeness and the Implicate Order (New York: Routledge
Classics, 2002, 1980), 14.

[3] Thomas Berry, The Great Work: Our Way info the Future (New York: Bell
Tower, 1999), 201.

[4] John Philip Newell, The Great Search: Turning fo Farth and Soul in the Quest
for Healing and Home (New York: HarperOne, 2024), 26.




SUNDAY MASS
Killara Church:
5:30pm Vigil 9.00am
Lindfield Church
6.00pm Vigil 8.30 am 10.15am **

12 noon Chinese Mass  6:00pm Youth Mass*
* On the 3rd Sunday of the month except January) the 6pm Youth Mass
is followed by a Parish Pot Luck Dinner in St Brigid’s Hall.
** The 10:15am Mass on the 2nd & 4th Sundays is a Children’s Mass,
featuring our Children’s Choir (followed by morning tea).
WEEKDAY MASS THIS WEEK
THIRD WEEK IN ADVENT
8am Killara
NO Mass
10am Lindfield
10am Lindfield
10am Lindfield

THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturdays for 15 mins after Vigil Mass at Killara
Saturdays 5.15 - 5.45pm at Lindfield
_'Ey»'%%_
THE ORDINARIATE OF OUR LADY OF THE SOUTHERN CROSS
(GATHERING IN OUR CHURCH AT KILLARA):

Mass: Sunday 12 noon

Mon:

Tues.
Wed.

Thur.:
Fri.:

PLEASE NOTE: due to Fr Stephen’s annual leave there will be
no Ordinariate weekday Masses until 26th December.
Parish weekday Masses are as above.

3

PARISH DIARY
Every Wednesday: 8:00am Meditation (online)
DECEMBER
Sun. 15th 7:00pm Pot luck dinner after 6pm
Mass.
Wed. 18th 10:00am  Advent end of year Mass for
our school
7:00pm Second Rite of Reconciliation
Fri. 20th 11:00am  Parish Seniors’ Social Group

During January most of our regular activities take a break.

OUR CHINESE CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

SUNDAY MASS ROSTER

Saturday 14 Dec. 21 Dec.
Lindfield | 6:00 pm | Fr Ansalem Lakra | Fr Colin
Killara | 5:30 pm | Fr Colin Fr Joey
Sunday 15 Dec. 22 Dec.
Lindfield | 8:30 am Fr David Strong Fr Colin
Killara | 9:00 am | Fr Colin Fr David Strong
Lindfield | 10:15 am | Fr Ansalem Lakra | Fr Colin
Lindfield | 12:00 pm | Fr Ansalem Lakra | Fr David Ranson
Lindfield | 6:00pm Fr Colin Fr Colin

HOW TO CONTACT US
Fr Colin Blayney, Parish Priest
colin@lindfieldkillara.org.au 0475 558 500
Tue-Fri. ~ 9.30am ~ 4pm
Postal address: PO Box 22, Lindfield NSW 2070
P: 9416 3702 E: parishoffice@lindfieldkillara.org.au
Parish Website: www lindfieldkillara.org.au

Parish Office Hours:

Fr Stephen Hill, Priest-in-residence E. fr.stephen@me.com
P. 0474 303 261 (VOICE only—no SMS)

For all of our staff click on ‘Our Parish’ on the website.

Holy Family School: 4 Highfield Rd, Lindfield
E info@holyfamily.nsw.edu.au Ph.7256 2141

Ways that you can support our parish

¢ DIRECT DEBIT CONTRIBUTIONS from your bank a/c::

Ist Collection: (providing for the priests of the parish &

retired & sick clergy of the diocese):

BSB 062 784 Ac 10000 1624 oo

2nd Collection:  (providing for all the [=1% Y [=]

operating costs of the parish): g .

BSB 062 784 Ac 10000 1623

CREDIT CARD : scan this code & then

select each of our two collections:

¢ PERIODIC PAYMENTS FROM YOUR
CREDIT CARD: just click on the hotlink box entitled
‘Supporting parish finances’ on our homepage
(www.lindfieldkillara.org.au) or email
accounts@lindfieldkillara.org.au for assistance.

¢ The TAP MACHINES are available in our two churches.

PR E=FH

HE— (LEFH TGS
#-)

15.12.2024

EETEEDEANE 2316

BiZgdr T fRfEERSE | DIET] - frfE
W HEEEE SR T R ER LS EEE | b
EERDS T EHRATE S - 1057 e thil -
LEFIfE E—— L FEIEP i i ET
EER I !

TEHR—R ARSI - [RREE
T HER TEEFERE ! EXEHE
EFEfrh i R e RRT B L -
BMETHE  $rEEMNIEE B
frimEnE =Y - FWiEEizl - |

BRI ERTEEER-

— LEMIRE - (RS A

BBk fi 12:2-6

[&] : e RS - ES L asI e

F LR - BERAT . (R 12:6)
& EXER AR ; WS 2TR
1 -EHALETEHANE - EFATINE
S FATEE Sr M iR et AR IR
Mgk - [E]
& IRMERIE L PESR AT S | R hEY
58 E4iER ikl SasEF {5]
o EEE X CESMT TEETE B
BEFEERET - BEAE K IRfE
e - BSDEFIEEE - R 2
ExRET - [F]

HE— (EHFET )
R REREAAE 447
bR

RMEEAEEERESE BN
MEEEE ! R MREC - EEUF AN
BrEHRET -

R B R E RIS L.
LR AN - mEEH 2L AREEE
ERMBIFER ER RXIETEES
HEEE . SEREEREA 0 Bt

BEAEN  (fe1:1)
A SElfREEE -

[F] : bR -
A LEATHERRE L TR EEa
A Ew -

[F] :ERREE -

=E (BB
2D

FEETREMIES  3:10-18

BRI - B RSl ¢ T ERER - HANRE
BHERIE T | SR AN : [AmEA
THT  BAEEENAHAT ; B APAT - thER
e - | BIEHOR SR - dRRRREER ¢ T
SOENEE AR T PEEE MR (R
THERIRRT - TELUL | | EAMARS
Eee o [ERMEEEH-ERUE T ] S EE
i T FEEEZA TR S
i o FEEAUE | HNE (E iR (B
FEEE] Bk A NGRS L RS ER
ERFEE -

EEER TG ¢ [TRES LAk -
{82 + ELEERERTHE —fir - 228 5 ELEER AT
E5 - FRth TR - MELLEEMHUE R -
RIS R MED » hEIEEE SRS
RS WETTE R | ERET SEAHFES
K - ]

BEEE T SEMES S EMEH
EHl -

— LXMW - (EEERIEEH)

TEAFRETELEEPLT
TAWE EF 128
WHe EFERRSNFEEg
THES EF 125, SBELEEPDL

THEEYL TETEHL
0419 426 §99

EEPLBEE Gloria Cheung
0416 118 089

FIOERE . — LIMEC (HEL
)
Yord, in Jesus your Son, you restored to us the

gift of everlasting life. (Grant that fife to:

Recently deceased:

June Mercer, Owen McCormack,

Mohtaram Lahooti, David Handley. Anniversary: Henry Yee

Joy.

PLEASE PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK: Bev Gledhill, Diane
McGirr, Mary Moran, Peter Tsang, Wolfgang Liers, Tanya
Walsh, Jutta Mathur, Jessica Keen, Therese Playoust, Ali
Crawford, Morna Sutherland, Barbara McMullen, Cyril
Ferriere, William Wise, Rosanna Comastri, Janette Brennan.
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A Service of Prayer to pray at home during Advent. . ..
Blessing of the Clhristmas Crib in your home

The Christmas Crib or manger scene helps us to focus our celebration of the Word
made flesh. You might like to pray this prayer at home before your Christmas crib.

Leader: As we prepare to celebrate the birth of Christ, we pause to bless this
Christmas manger scene. The practice of erecting such mangers was begun by
Saint Francis of Assisi as a means to set forth the message of Christmas.

When we look upon these figures, the Christmas Gospel comes alive and we are
moved to rejoice in the mystery of the Word made flesh. So let us ask God’s
blessing on this Christmas manger and upon ourselves, that we who reflect on the
birth of Jesus may share in the salvation he accomplished.

1. For the Church of God, as we recall the birth of Jesus, that we may always proclaim his gift of new life for
all people. R. Come, Lord, dwell with us.

2. For the world in which we live, that it may come to recognise Christ just as he was recognised and
welcomed by the angels and the shepherds. R. Come, Lord, dwell with us.

3. For our homes, that Jesus who was laid in the manger may dwell with us always. R.

Prayer of blessing

God of every nation and people,
from the very beginning of creation you have made manifest your love:
when our need for a Saviour was great
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives he brings joy and peace, justice, mercy, and love.

Lord, bless all who look upon this manger;
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,
and raise up our thoughts to him, who is God-with-us and Saviour of all,
and who lives and reigns for ever and ever. All: Amen

ADVENT AND HOPE

There are two days in the Season of Advent that
mark a turning point:

* The liturgical colour for today, Gaudete
Sunday, is rose, symbolising that the light of
what we're waiting and preparing for is breakin
through the darkness of our searching an
waiting: it's as though the light of Christmas
shines through the purple of our waiting, the
Furple of our searching, the purple of Advent -
ightening it to a rose colour. Today is a day of
hope, reminding us that the God who was made
flesh is present with us even in our searching and
longing and waiting, even in the dark moments
of our life.

* The 17th of December is a liturgical turning
point in the Season of Advent. Until then Advent
is focussed on the theme of preparing for the
coming of the Lord, in each present moment, at
the hour of our own death, and at the end of
time. But from the 17th Advent focuses
sEecifically on preparing our spirit to celebrate
the birth of Jesus. We move from the first to the
second Preface of Advent in our Eucharistic
Prayer as it prays ‘that when he comes he may
find us watcﬁing...our hearts filled with wonder
and praise.

A THOUGHT ON THE MASS OF CHRISTMAS
NIGHT......

One of the most beautiful things in the treasury of
our Church is the tradition of the Mass of
Christmas Night - celebrated either at Midnight
itself or late in the evening on Christmas Eve.

The people that walked in darkness has seen a great
light. c}l)vent reminds us of something that's true of
all life - that we search for God sometimes in
darkness, sometimes full of our uncertainties. We
discover God in that darkness - we glimpse those
moments of light & peace which enable us to
continue on the journey.

The timing of the Mass of Christmas Night is
beautiful. Our gift to God is to stay awake on this
sreat feast till those still night hours, that time of

eep darkness which symbolises the darkness in
which we wait for God to enter our lives. And then
the celebration of the light of God's coming is even
more symbolic: light and joy break into the stillness
and darkness of that night Kour. It's a beautiful way
to keep vigil and to usﬁer in the celebration of the
birth tI})nat changes the world. We do it at a time free
from all the frantic preparations of Christmas Eve
and before the busyness of Christmas Day itself.

Please try to come along to the beautiful celebration
of the Mass of Christmas Night this Christmas - at
10:30pm in Lindfield church on Christmas Eve
(preceded by a Service of Carols from 10:00pm). Mass
will be concluded by IE3epm and you can be tucked
up in bed before midnight!  Fr Colin
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